Corso 1 Energy saving, decarbonisation and hydrogen as an energy vector

PhD course “Energy saving, decarbonisation and hydrogen as an energy vector” 

SYLLABUS 

1 Lecturer A, information 
Name and Surname: Caterina Rizzo and Alberto de Angelis 
Affiliation: ENI SpA 
e-mail: caterina.rizzo@eni.com, alberto.de.angelis@eni.com
Proposed by: Andrea Caneschi 
e-mail andrea.caneschi@unifi.it 
2 Title of the seminar A
The technology leverage towards decarbonization: the priority areas for Eni’s R&D

1 Lecturer B, information 
Name and Surname: Francesco Aiello e Marcello Notari 
Affiliation: ENI SpA 
e-mail: francesco.aiello@eni.com, marcello.notari@eni.com
Proposed by: Andrea Caneschi 
e-mail andrea.caneschi@unifi.it 
2 Title of the seminar B
Additive technology for Lubricants, Fuels and Functional Coatings: Fundamentals and Advances

1 Lecturer C, information 
Name and Surname: Andrea Lainati
Affiliation: ENI SpA 
e-mail: andrea.lainati@eni.com 
Proposed by: Andrea Caneschi 
e-mail andrea.caneschi@unifi.it 
2 Title of the seminar C
Hydrogen and other energy vectors

1 Lecturer D, information 
Name and Surname: Laura Zanibelli 
Affiliation: ENI SpA 
e-mail: laura.zanibelli@eni.com
Proposed by: Andrea Caneschi 
e-mail andrea.caneschi@unifi.it 
2 Title of the seminar D
IP strategy and valorisation

1 Lecturer E, information 
Name and Surname: Carlo Costa 
Affiliation: ENI SpA 
e-mail: carlo.costa@eni.com
Proposed by: Andrea Caneschi 
e-mail andrea.caneschi@unifi.it 
2 Title of the seminar E
IP protection: Patents

3 Course program 
The course begins with a lecture presenting the different aspects developed at Eni to overcome the production of energy from fossil fuels and mitigate the CO2 production. A panorama of different technologies for the production of renewable energy is presented; this first lecture, therefore, is an introduction to the following ones in this course and also to other courses that will be presented within the PhD programme, where different technologies that can help with energy sustainability and environmental protection will be developed point by point. The following three lectures deal in more detail with specific fields: the first deals with the effect of environmentally friendly lubricants in saving energy. The second deals with the energy vector hydrogen, illustrating the merits and demerits of this element and the future possibilities of using it to power particularly energy-intensive industrial plants. the last one focuses on an extremely important aspect, which is the capture, use and storage of CO2. Thus, more generally, this course presents industrial opportunities in the field of energy-saving decarbonisation and the use of hydrogen as an energy carrier, presenting innovative experimental research.

4 Course content detailed per lesson of two hours (possibly with dates and room real and virtual) 

Lesson 1 – aula 186 Zvi Jolles and online, 22-09-2026 - from 11:00 to 13:00

The need to strongly accelerate decarbonization is the key factor in leading the world - and the energy sector in particular - along the trajectory outlined by a sustainable development scenario, according to the objective of the Paris Agreements. Decarbonization is a strategic priority for Eni which has as its goal net zero emissions from the upstream business by 2030 and net zero emission Scope 1+2+3 by 2050. Eni’s R&D has identified key areas of high-impact technological development for the reduction and zeroing of CO2 emissions: some technological solutions are already under development, while others are close to industrial deployment.

Lesson 2 – aula 186 Zvi Jolles and online, 23-09-2026 - from 14:00 to 16:00

The lubricants are a mixture of base oils and additives, added to obtain the desired performances in the finished products. The main classes of additives will be illustrated, principally those involved in the current technological evolution of lubricants. This evolution is directed towards products that contribute to improving the energy efficiency of engines and machinery, engine lubricants highly compatible with the after-treatment devices (particulate traps and catalytic converters) and products deriving from bio-renewable sources. Some classes of innovative additives that have been developed and are being studied in our laboratories will be illustrated. These additives will allow us to face the technological evolution of the sector and are in line with Eni's decarbonization strategy.

· Lesson 3 – aula 186 Zvi Jolles and online, 29-09-2026 - from 11:00 to 13:00

Hydrogen has experienced cycles of high expectations followed by impractical realities. However, a series of technological advances and political and environmental factors offer tangible prospects today, giving hydrogen a realistic potential in the context of the Great Transition.
The Green Deal puts the EU on a path to climate neutrality by 2050, through the deep decarbonisation of all sectors of the economy, and higher GHG reductions for 2030.  This objective presents several challenges, and it will require a radical transformation not only in how we generate, but also in how we distribute, store, and consume energy.
At the center of this ambitious project, the EU has placed electrification of course but also hydrogen, which is seen as a versatile, clean and flexible energy vector to achieve this goal.
The EU’s energy transition requires almost completely decarbonized power generation. The solution is to develop a new energy mix with more renewable energy, which implies integrating renewables into the grid and managing their intrinsic variability. The high penetration of renewables will create imbalances in the supply/demand market and this creates the need for a balancing across the year and seasonal energy storage. Hydrogen, if produced with a low carbon footprint, is a good candidate for this role, because it allows the conversion between different forms of energy.
· 
Lesson 4 – aula 186 Zvi Jolles and online, 17-11-2026 - from 11:00 to 13:00

In the framework of technological innovation into the industry, since the beginning of the idea generation up to industrial deployment of the technology, Intellectual Property (IP) strategy is mandatory to protect, manage and valorize patent portfolio and know how resulting from R&D projects and technological application, taking into account possible third parties’ partnership, also through Open Innovation Model. A defined IP strategy, well aligned with business target, so contributes to strengthen and shorten the time to market of technology, especially crucial in the transition scenario, entering also with partners in different markets from the so called “business as usual” .
The focus of the lesson will be on the roadmap for IP strategy and valorisation, to create value through intangible assets.

· Lesson 5 – aula 186 Zvi Jolles and online, 18-11-2026 - from 14:00 to 16:00 

The “IP protection tools and Freedom to Operate” lesson is motivated by the fact that innovation and R&D activities are essential to any Company willing to stay ahead in highly competitive and fast developing markets; Intellectual Property protection plays a key role in gaining, maintaining and defending competitive positions through the development of proper IP portfolios and active surveillance on the ability of exploiting technologies of interest by assessing their freedom to be operated. 
IP protecting tools and Freedom to Operate analyses represent two main pillars in creating value from innovation. 
IP tools basics will be discussed, from the requirements of an invention to a granted or registered right. The following topics will be debated: 
- IP as instrument to generate value; - Patents; - Copyright; - Trade secret 

Freedom to Operate (FTO) analyses will also be illustrated, focusing on the risks emerging from the exploitation of a new technology and how to handle them. The presentation will focus on: - Patent infringement; - Freedom to Operate purpose and meaning; - Freedom to Operate phases and deliverables; - FTO Risk management 
The basic understanding of how IP protection works represents an important skill for anyone involved in innovation processes. 

5 Suggested reading 
Suggestions for readings and deepening of the treated arguments are present in the slides, that are available to the doctoral students. 

6 Learning Objectives 
The learning objectives that the course aims to achieve is to provide an overview of the research and development of materials and the approach to certain environmental issues, from the point of view of industrial research. The course will be useful for the student to see what are the guidelines that orient a company towards a particular type of research and what are the dynamics, scientific, technological, economic, and productive with which this is decided. It will be useful for the student to have an overview of what the labour market, outside the academy, can offer, and what are the major challenges that are now being faced by both public governance and the industrial component of European society.

7 Knowledge and Skills to be acquired 
In general, in this course, the student is expected to gain knowledge about how research is carried out in industries, whether small, medium-sized or multinational and to compare it with how academic research is carried out. Hence, the course compares basic and applied research and the interconnections between them. The course will also highlight the importance of intellectual protection, both at the academic and industrial levels, and will give some rudiments on how to exploit it, what can be patented, what can be done when one does not have the rights to a patent, all seen from the perspective of the best exploitation of industrial research. The course will also highlight the importance of intellectual protection, both at the academic and industrial levels, and will give some rudiments on how to exploit it, what can be patented, what can be done when one does not have the rights to a patent, all seen from the perspective of the best exploitation of industrial research.

8 Prerequisites 
General bases of chemistry or material technologies or materials engineering applied to the industrial research 

9 Teaching Methods 
 MODE 1 - Pre-recorded lessons uploaded on the moodle platform (a meeting must be organized with PhD students in order to clarify eventual doubts) 
x MODE 2 (preferred) - Lessons delivered in person and remotely, with simultaneous recording by the Google Meet platform. 

10 Further information 

11 Type of Assessment 
Written examination at the end of the classes with open and closed questions.

12 Period 
22-09-2026 – From 11:00 to 13:00   
23-09-2026 – From 14:00 to 16:00 
29-09-2026 – From 11:00 to 13:00
17-11-2026 – From 11:00 to 13:00
18-11-2026 – From 14:00 to 16:00
Exam: 2 h, TBD
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