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Abstract: furfural and related compounds are building blocks of industrial interest, obtained from raw biomass. Their use as 
precursors of bulk commodities and fine chemicals is gaining increasing attention as a green alternative to nonrenewable oil-
derived compounds. The functionalization of these platform molecules to obtain a wider range of chemicals opens up new 
synthetic possibilities and applications, ranging from biofuels to pharmaceuticals. The efforts of our team to achieve direct C–H 
functionalization of these platform molecules will be presented. 
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